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SPONSORING HOPE

ABOUT
CITYKIDZ
Our Mission:
We exist to increase resiliency
and inspire BIG dreams for
Canadian children living in lowincome communities by providing
inspirational experiences and
nurturing personal relationships,
one child at a time.
Our Values:
We are a people of faith,
a community of hope, and
servants of love.

DONOR
SPOTLIGHT
Holly turned 19 last December
and decided to use her birthday
to make the season merry and
bright for some special CityKidz
children. Instead of asking for
things for herself, she asked
her friends and family to donate
toys for CityKidz. Holly’s selfless
birthday wish made Christmas
wishes come true for dozens of
children in our community.
Feeling inspired? To donate your
birthday to CityKidz or to get
started with your own fundraiser,
contact sarah.hannaford@
citykidz.ca and start
transforming lives!

For many of us, the holiday season brings
back warm memories of Christmases
past. But for thousands of children in our
city who are growing up in poverty, the
holidays are not a time of gifts, feasts
and family. Instead, they are often a
stark reminder of what they don’t have.

As our kids’ wish lists came in, their
route captains went out. With impressive
efficiency,
and
some
incredible
wholesale discounts courtesy of our
partners at Canadian Tire, our captains
were able to purchase the dream toys
for each child on their route.

Even before COVID, this season was
often a difficult time for our CityKidz
families as tight budgets clashed with
hopeful children’s Christmas wishes.
Last year, as the strains of the pandemic
pushed many struggling families
into deeper crisis, the stresses of gift
giving loomed darker than ever.

In this way, we were able to give both
Paikma sisters an LOL doll. We were
able to give Monique the remote-control
car she underlined twice at the top of
her wish list. Shawn, to whom we were
unable to gift a coveted HexBug last
year, was granted his wish. To the great
excitement of two captains in particular,
a $35 sale on toy drones meant that
several hard-to-shop-for tween boys
on their roster would have something to
unwrap that - judging by the hollers of
‘NO WAY!’ and ‘OH MY GOSH’ as they
tore into their gifts - far surpassed their
wildest Christmas expectations.

Every year, we rely on generous people
in our community, like you, to donate
toys and gifts for our wonderful
CityKidz children. But last year, with all
the challenges of the pandemic, we
anticipated fewer toy donations than in
the past, and worried that we would not
be able to give all our children the toys
their hopeful hearts most desired.
So we did what anyone would do in a
tricky predicament: we called on our
friends for help. And like all good friends
do, they answered our call.
In early November we reached out to ten
of our wonderful supporters to ask if they
would be willing to sponsor Christmas
gifts for an entire bus route of children.
Without hesitation, they agreed.
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Thank you to our route sponsors for
making Christmas wishes come true
and showing precious children that their
hopes matter, that their interests matter,
that they matter.
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12 DAYS OF CITYKIDZ CHRISTMAS
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MIRACLE ON BURLINGTON ST.
Sofia is a shy kid. Visiting her each
week, her Route Captain, Andy, recalls
her always holding back and rarely
smiling. But this summer, things started
to change as our newly christened Fun
Squad joined Andy on Home Visits,
bringing stories, games and a little
extra magic to Sofia’s front door. Bit by
bit, Sofia started to open up.

that Sofia’s bike had been stolen.

However, as Christmas neared, and
COVID-related restrictions increased,
Andy worried that the progress we had
made with Sofia would be stalled.

A few hours later, gifts delivered and
bus emptied, Andy returned to CityKidz
to debrief and tidy up. Talking with our
staff, Andy shared his highlights from
the day, but also Sofia’s unfortunate
loss. And that was when our Toy Store
staff lit up.

“Christmas is what helps bring a lot of
kids out of their shell when it comes
to CityKidz,” explains Andy. “When
they see that we went the extra mile to
get what they really wanted, it pays in
dividends down the road. They’re more
receptive when they see you and they
know you really care.”
Needless to say, Andy felt a lot was
riding on getting Sofia’s gift just right.
Fortunately, when it came time to
deliver it in early December, Andy was
confident they had hit the mark.
Nevertheless, when Andy stopped by
to drop off Sofia’s present, he could tell
something was bothering her. She was
happy and grateful to receive her gift,
but a shadow seemed to linger over
the girl. Curious, he asked what was
wrong to which her mother explained

Andy’s heart broke for Sofia. This was
not the sort of thing her family could
easily or quickly replace. He hoped that
her Christmas present would spark
a little joy, but knew that it couldn’t
replace the bicycle-shaped hole in her
heart.

You see, sometime earlier, a generous
supporter in our community had come
in to CityKidz to donate a brand new
children’s bike.
Within minutes, Andy was heading
back out, bicycle in tow.
“When we had dropped off the gifts,
Sofia had been happy,” remembers
Andy. “When we came back with the
bike,” he pauses, “she was beaming!”
Every year, we are humbled by little
miracles like this. Whether it’s a bike or
a Barbie, a science kit or action figure,
it seems our community never fails to
come through to bring hope and joy to
a precious child’s Christmas.
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4,879

toys were gifted
to Hamilton children

1,140

children received
a tasty lunch

662

families received a special
package for Christmas Eve

195

groups and individuals
hosted toy drives

132

youth received a hoodie
and a snack pack

YOU REMEMBERED US!

VOLUNTEER
WITH US
“I first heard about CityKidz
through my pastor at church.
I went on a tour, joined and I
haven’t looked back. I’ve been a
captain for 10 years. It’s addictive,
it’s non-stop, it’s all year. You can’t
get enough of it once you start.
Please join us!”
Paul Burnip
CityKidz Volunteer

It had been a couple of months since
Missy had been able to connect with
Summer and Aiden. She rang their
doorbell for Home Visits and received
no answer. She’d called only to learn
that the number was no longer in
service.
Still, Missy was undeterred. Though
she was unable to get in touch,
she made sure she had something
special for each of them when she
set out in early December to deliver
presents. With her fingers crossed, she
approached Summer and Aiden’s front
door. To her surprise and delight, her
knock was answered. While the kids
weren’t home, their father was. After a
brief hello and Merry Christmas, Missy
waved and continued on her way.
She was several houses along when
she heard someone calling after her.

Without buses and the drivers
to drive them, children would
never get to experience CityKidz
in their neighbourhood. You can
change a child’s life! If you have
a Class B or C driver’s licence,
contact us today. Please consider
volunteering for these other great
opportunities:
• Wrapping Birthday Gifts
• Bus Team Member
• Food Preparation
For more info or to volunteer:
905-544-3996 x225
volunteer@citykidz.ca

“CityKidz! You remembered us!”
It was Summer and Aiden’s mother, and
she was running across the parking
lot towards Missy. Drawing closer, the
mom said that the year had been hard
for her and the kids, but that she was
so happy CityKidz was there and she
could count on us. Their interaction
was brief, but its significance hit home.
“It was clear that just showing up
was more important than the gifts,”
says Missy. “It was a reminder of how
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valuable our visits are, especially at
Christmas.”
Indeed, when all the gifts of the
season – the tinsel, the toys, the turkey
– seem to find their way into every
home except your own, it’s easy to
feel forgotten. Too often, children and
families experiencing the hardships of
poverty feel alone, like no one cares,
like they don’t matter.
At CityKidz, we want every child to
know that they are special and loved.
There are many ways we try to remind
kids of how special and important they
are. We show them with games and
dances, birthday gifts and pizza parties.
We do it with grand productions and
simple gestures. But above all else, we
tell them they matter by showing up.
We show up because that is what God
did for us – at the first Christmas, and
every day since. By faithfully showing
up for a child in moments of joy and
times of hurt, by showing up with
humour and without judgement, with
grace and without asking – we are
able to build relationships of trust and
foundations of hope.
Your support allowed captains like
Missy to be there for thousands of kids
this Christmas and throughout the
year. Because we could count on you,
our kids could count on us. Thank you!

Let’s make 2021
a year of hope.
Our kids are resilient, and with
your support, the future is bright.

Become a
monthly donor.
Join our Community of Hope to
transform lives, one child at a time.
Learn more at citykidz.ca
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