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ON BOARD FOR LIFE:

RIDING TOWARD BIG DREAMS
I

Ronnie's journey with CityKidz began when he joined as

a KinderKid. His older brothers were already attending,
and Ronnie couldn't wait to hop on the big red bus and be
a part of the fun. One of the first people to welcome him
was Erica, a caring CityKidz route captain who would go
on to play an important role in his life.

That moment became a turning point for
Ronnie and for his whole family.

Erica never forgot that first meeting either. “/
remember the first day that | met Ronnie. He was SO
excited to be able to join his older brothers on the
big red bus. He always loved to sit right behind the
bus driver! He became my little buddy, and I looked
forward to seeing him on CityKidz Saturdays.”

Through weekly home visits, Erica got to know
the rest of Ronnie's family too. “CityKidz creates
relationships between the kids, their families,

and the volunteers,” she explained. “Within these
relationships is where faith, hope, and love can be
shared, and it's so special to be a part of that.”
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Erica & Ronnie, 2016

His mom, Christine, remembered it well. “Erica showed
that love, that passion,” she recalled. “It was like the first
time they came to my door, asking if my boys would like to
go to CityKidz. The people have such an emotional heart to
them. You don't find that anywhere.”

Now 16, Ronnie had grown from a young boy into a
compassionate Junior Leader. For him, CityKidz always
offered steady encouragement. “With me being an
introvert,” Christine explained, “I didn’t go to many
places. But CityKidz gave him that ability to be social.
You guys supported him and helped him blossom.”

Ronnie agreed. “CityKidz helped me learn how to care
about others. It meant a lot to me, so now | want to
give back that feeling to the kids,” he expressed.

As a Junior Leader, Ronnie spent the past two summers
at Camp CityKidz, helping younger kids feel safe,

seen, and celebrated. “My favourite part was just being
able to do what was done for me,” he reflected.

Christine chimed in, “His example of leadership?
A positive one. Somebody caring about you and

loving you just as much as your family.”

“CityKidz makes the world better, one life at

| a time,” Christine emphasized. “They show
8l /ove and kindness. They've enriched our lives

and been our heart and soul for so long.”

As Ronnie continued to grow, Christine hoped he

| would have the tools and support to build a life full
d of purpose. CityKidz opened that door once again

with Roadmaps: a mentorship program for CityYouth
graduates designed to equip young adults with the

{ skills and strategies to turn their dreams into reality.



Junior Leader Ronnie at Camp CityKidz, 2024

Through mentorship, teamwork, and hands-on
experiences, Roadmaps teaches essential life skills
like communication, budgeting, and goal-setting.
Therefore, preparing youth to confidently pursue
meaningful work or post-secondary education.

“CityKidz helped me learn how to care
about others. It meant a lot to me, so now |
want to give back that feeling to the kids.”
Ronnie

Stepping into Roadmaps meant a fresh beginning
filled with purpose for Ronnie. “I’'m excited to learn
life skills, things like finances, how to set up a resume,
and even cooking,” he explained. “I want to learn to
cook like Yoconda,” he added with a grin, referring to
one of the beloved food prep volunteers at CityKidz,
whose meals were always a highlight of his day.

Christine laughed, “He comes home
bragging about Yoconda’s cooking!”

Ronnie has also started dreaming about his future.
“I'm looking to pursue a career in tech,” he shared.

Christine nodded proudly. “He loves working with
cars, circuit boards, sound systems. Just about
anything electronic. He takes things apart and
puts them back together better than they were
before. He and his dad both have that gift.”

Ronnie wasn't the only young leader charting a

path forward. Dalton, another long-time CityKidz
participant, started his journey over 15 years ago.

He first came to the Playhouse Theatre, which was
CityKidz's original home in Hamilton, as a KinderKid.
Today, Dalton is an award-winning volunteer with
plans to study Early Childhood Education.

At CityKidz, Dalton became a part of the Saturday
Squad and helped on the buses. “Camp taught me
a lot,” he recalled. “And working alongside Junior
Leaders like Ronnie helped me build real skills.”

Earlier this year, Dalton was recognized by the City

of Hamilton with the Youth Sport Volunteer Award

for his outstanding commitment to helping children
through sports and recreation. From coaching 5-12
year olds in the Grassroots Soccer program to assisting
teachers at local schools, volunteering at Camp
CityKidz, and supporting physical education programs,
Dalton consistently stepped up with reliability,
maturity, and a genuine love for working with kids.
“It meant a lot,” he admitted. “The City told me it was
really no contest after reading what | had done.”

This past June, Dalton also graduated from the
Roadmaps Program and earned the honour of serving
as Valedictorian. “What I like most about Roadmaps is
the life skills it gave you, from managing money, writing
a resume, and just understanding who you are as a
person,” he shared. Those lessons truly strengthened
his purpose to invest in the next generation.

Dalton plans to continue giving back this fall,
volunteering at CityKidz while completing a co-
op at a local daycare. “There aren’t too many men
in the field,” he noted. “But | wanted to be there
for kids the way CityKidz was there for me.”



— 1 wanted to be there for kids the
N way CityKidz was there for me.”
Dalton
Two journeys. Two young men. One community that lifted them up and
helped them rise.

Christine summed it

up best: “When | have
grandkids, | want them to go
to CityKidz every Saturday.
That’s how much it means
to us. CityKidz is family.”

Dalton at CityYouth Graduation, 2025

And as Ronnie reminded
everyone: “They say at CityKidz, ‘One child at a time.” And it's true.”

This fall, hundreds of children will step onto the big red bus.
Some returning to the programs they love, others beginning their
CityKidz journey for the very first time, just as Ronnie and Dalton

did years ago. They'll be learning about resilience, friendship, and i -
dreaming big, surrounded by leaders who believe in them. Camp Leader Dalton, 2025

With your continued support, CityKidz can reach every child who needs a safe place to belong
and a reason to dream BIG. Together, we can change their tomorrow, starting today.
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Ronnie (left) serving breakfast with volunteer Yoconda (middle) and Junior Leader Xena (right) at Camp CityKidz, 2025
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27 youth graduated

from our CityYouth More than 650 kids were 3500+ meals were
Program and 9 youth visited regularly through our served to growing kids
graduated from our Home Visits Program and youth
Roadmaps Program

N s
Summer © Highlightss

26 volunteers gave their 9 Jr. Leaders volunteered
time to help make camp their time and gained
possible experience at Camp CityKidz

113 campers attended
Camp CityKidz




VU LU NTEER When Trevor retired from teaching in 1999, he set out to dedicate more time

to volunteering. A chance encounter with a church bulletin about rolling coins
SPUTLI G HT for CityKidz led to a meeting with Todd Bender, our Founder & Executive
Director; and marked the beginning of a remarkable 26-year volunteer
journey. “What started as a few hours a week quickly became more than full-
time,” Trevor shares. “CityKidz gave me purpose; a reason to get up each
morning. I've used my skills, grown personally, and made lasting friendships.”
For Trevor, CityKidz' core belief that every child counts resonates deeply with
his own values. “That truth applies to all of us,” he says. “Everyone deserves
encouragement, support, and meaningful connection.” Through years of
service, Trevor has not only made a difference in the lives of others, he's found

his own life enriched in return. Words cannot express our deep gratitude for
Trevor and the integral part of our mission he's become these past 26 years!

For more than 30 years, Barangas On The Beach has been a vibrant staple on
Hamilton's Waterfront; rooted in hospitality, community and Greek Tradition.
Founded by the Tsangarakis Family, Barangas exemplifies culture, connection
and philanthropy. Barangas hosts an Industry Beach Volleyball Tournament,
led by General Manager Alisia Tsangarakis; which has raised over $23,700.00
for CityKidz in just three years. Alisia also personally supports our Gift Of
Christmas Campaign, continuing a legacy of generosity that makes a lasting
impact on local children. As Alisia shares: “We’re especially proud to support
CityKidz because their mission resonates deeply with our own values-uplifting
children, and creating a brighter future for the next generation.”
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